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meaningful printed material  relating to the pupils'  own
experiences.

E.g.

Monday Tuesday
	wet fine, cold
	Monday Tuesday
	Fed the tadpoles Tom brought a


	
	
	newt

Wednesday
	fine, windy
	Wednesday
	Went   into   the woods

Thursday Friday
	dull cold
	Thursday Friday
	

Pupils of 5 J can be led to keep a simple chart such as the
above. Further verbal influences may be arranged through
the use of labels associating the names of fruits, vegetables,
seasons, etc., with their printed symbols. Activity cards
are useful with the older and more able pupils :
Clap your hands.
Shut the door.
Nursery rhyme cards with appropriate pictures are also
helpful at this age.1
RESULTS OF THE PREPARATORY STAGE
The results of this preparatory reading period between
the ages of 5^ and 6 years, or beyond 6+ for some pupils,
should have been firstly to provide the pupil with the
necessary experiences and to stimulate his talk so that he
will acquire a vocabulary helpful in his understanding of
the printed words. Secondly, this period should arrange
experiences intimately associated with the child's life which
1 For detailed considerations of these and other devices see The
Child under Eight, ed. by F. I. Serjeant, pp. 10-27 (Gresham Publishing
Comoanv'L